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SHAMS  IMPORTANT 
IN  READY-MADE S 


G-enerous  width  and  firm  finish  are  qualities  one  wants  in  any  gar- 
ment seam.     Many  women  have  found  it  worth  while  to  look  at  the  wrong  side 
of  ready-mades,  when  shopping,   to  see  what  the  seams  are  like.  Armhole 
seams,   sleeve  seams,  waist  and  hip-line  seams  get  much  of  the  strain  of 
wear.     A  skimped  seam  naturally  will  pull  out  when  under  any  strain.  A 
generous  seam  holds,  and  it  also  allows  for  letting  out  at  places  that  may 
be  too  tight  or  may  need  remodeling. 

Another  quality  of  a  good  seam  is  a  well-finished  edge  that  will 
not  fray.     If  the  material  is  firm  and  closely  woven,   it  needs  only  one 
plain  seam  with  overcasting  or  pinking  at  the  edges.     But  if  the  material 
is  a  sheer  silk,  or  other  fabric  that  slips  or  frays  easily,   the  seam  needs 
a  firmer  finish. 

Sometimes  a  seam  that  looks  nicely  finished  is  actually  skimpy.  Many 

"bargain  dresses  have  seams  that  are  stitched  and  hound  all  at  once.  These 

save  an  extra  line  of  stitching  and  look  nice  enough  at  first  glance  "but 
often  have  too  little  material  in  the  fold  to  stand  hard  wear  or  cleaning. 

Standing  fells  are  those  cordlike  seams  that  often  pull  out  for  the  same 

reason.     Other  points  to  watch  are  thread  that  is  too  coarse  and  loose, 
stitches  too  far  apart,   broken  places  in  the  stitching,  loose  ends  of  threads, 
and  wavering  in  the  width  of  seam.     These  points  and  other  information  for 
clothing  "buyers  are  in  leaflet  No.  105,   "Quality  Guides  in  Buying  Ready-Made 
Dresses,"  prepared  "by  the  Bureau  of  Home  Economics.     It  may  he  obtained  from 
the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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